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ating documents, had claimed seventy victims- If one has
to admit that quite a number of these men were un-
principled adventurers and semi-criminals, yet one cannot
exclude the fact that there were also a number of true
German patriots, who had given their services from pure
unselfishness, and had to pay for this with their lives or their
health and strength.
For the second time it had been demonstrated that any
connection with Herr von Papen, be it ever so distant,
could only bring disaster.
When Papen's flight from his tent in his night-garb and
another haul from him of important documents was made
known in America, the whole American Press lifted its
voice in a whoop of joy. Papen had not only made a fool
of himself in America, but in Europe (at Falmouth) and
now in Asia too. Then it was that the American Press
gave him the nickname :c The Clown of Three Continents *.
Papen himself came to no further harm. He returned
happily to Germany in an officers' train. The situation in
Germany was so precarious that the possibility of collapse
at any moment had to be reckoned with. The occurrences
in Palestine were only known to a small circle.
In any case, the disrespect shown by the American Press
in naming him a clown of international renown did nothing
to injure his later career.
Otherwise how would it have been possible for Herr von
Papen not only to be appointed German Reichschancellor
but even finally Hitler's ambassador in that very land,
Turkey, where he had displayed his genius for clowning
to best advantage?